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Third Grade Recommended Pacing 
 

Day Skill Pages 
Monday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 

Plants Make Food 
  

Study Island: Topic 5a.  
Plants: Structure, Function, & Basic 

Needs 

3, 5 

Tuesday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Plants Make Food 

17.1 
  

Study Island: Topic 5a.  
Plants: Structure, Function, & Basic 

Needs 

  
4 

Wednesday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Plants Make Food 

17.1 
  

Study Island: Topic 5a.  
Plants: Structure, Function, & Basic 

Needs 

7 

Thursday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Plants Respond to Seasons 

17.1 
  

Study Island: Topic 5a.  
Plants: Structure, Function, & Basic 

Needs 

8 

Friday Big Idea 17: Interdependence 
Plants Make Food 

17.1 
  

Study Island: Topic 5a.  
Plants: Structure, Function, & Basic 

Needs 

9-10 

 

*If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, please contact their 

teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed to supporting our students throughout this 

distance learning experience. Thank you for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 
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Plant Function Matching Activity:

Look at the picture and read the passage.

What are the functions of the roots of a plant?

Exit Slip:

Monday Day 1 

Probe:

A group of friends are enjoying a day at the beach and the amazing view before 
them.   As they admire the palm tree and its large leaves (fronds) the students wonder 
what leaves do for a plant.  Here is what they said.

Rob:  “I think leaves provide shade for the roots.”
Meg:  “I think leaves provide support for the plant.”
Pam:  “I think leaves are where food is made in the plant.”
James:  “I think leaves are where water is absorbed into the plant.”

Which of the friends do you believe 
is correct?  Explain your reasoning.

Directions: Cut out the supplied pictures of plant parts and functions on the resources sheet. Use prior knowledge to 
think about each plant part and the job it does to help the plant survive.  Keep these plant parts and functions cards in 
a safe place to use this week in science. 

How does a plant get food? How does a plant get water?How are more plants made?
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Plants make food Explain:

Tuesday Day 2 

Plants need carbon dioxide gas from the air, water (which is 
absorbed by the plant’s roots), and the Sun’s light energy to 
make food.  During the process the leaves release oxygen.   

Sunlight penetrates the leaf and provides the energy source for 
the food making process.  

Carbon dioxide gas from the air flows into very small holes in 
leaves.  The carbon dioxide is one of the main ingredients in the 
process of making food for the plant.  A bi-product of the process 
is the oxygen we use to breathe.

Water is another main ingredient required for leaves to make 
food.  It is absorbed by the plant’s roots and then transported 
through the stem to the leaves. 

Once the food has been produced in the leaves it will travel to 
all other parts of the plant.  This food will insure the plant both 
survives and grows.  Any extra food will then make its way to the 
roots for storage.  

The Sun’s light energy and its interaction with plants to produce 
food is the single most important process for sustaining life on 
Earth.

Andrew classifies a plant as a nonflowering, seed bearing plant.  Which 
statement explains his choice? 

A. he observed cones on the plant
B. he observed spores on the plant
C. he observed needles and leaves on the plant
D. he observed flowers and needles on the plant

Bell Ringer:

How is food made in a plant?

Exit Slip:
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Plant Function Matching Activity:
Directions: Cut out the pictures of plants and functions.  Keep these cards in a safe place to use this week in science. 

Helps the plant reproduce

A

Carries water and nutrients 
throughout the plant

B

C D

Makes food for the plant Holds the plant upright

Absorbs water and nutrients 
for the plant

Stores extra food for the 
plant

Anchors the plant in the 
ground

Provides support for all of the 
plant parts

Answer Key For Plant Part Matching Activity: 
Leat (A) - Makes food for the plant   
Roots (B) - Absorbs water and nutrients for the plant; Holds the plant upright; Stores extra food for the plant
Stem (C) - Carries water and nutrients throughout the plant; Provides support for all of the plant parts
Flower (D) -  Helps the plant reproduce
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Wednesday Day 3 

Inquiry Activity: The steps for plants to make food are all mixed up. Draw a line from the
ordinal number to the paragraph that should be placed in that position.

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

Ambrosia was taking notes about flowering plants in her Interactive Science 
Journal during class.  Which of the following statements would she have 
written about flowering plants?  

A. all flowering plants produce seeds
B. all flowering plants produce cones
C. all flowering plants produce spores
D. all flowering plants produce needles

Bell Ringer:

Plants are unable to consume food, and therefore must make 
their own food.  There are three things which plants require for 
this process.

Finally, during the process of making food plants give off 
oxygen.  Ever heard of it?  You are breathing it in right now. 

After the plants have taken in the three things it is able to 
produce its own food in the form of sugar.  Yummy!

Second, plants must take in water.  Water is absorbed in the 
roots of the plant, and is transported through the stem to the 
leaves.

The third thing plants require is light energy from the Sun.  
Without light from the Sun there would be no food or life on 
Earth.  That would be sad.

First, plants must take in carbon dioxide gas.  Ever heard of it?  
You are breathing it out right now.  It is taken in by the leaves.

Photosynthesis
The process of plants making their own food in their leaves.

Exit Slip: What are 3 things a leaf needs to make food?  _____________________________________7



Plants Respond to Seasons Explain:

Look at the two pictures of the maple trees..  

Thursday Day 4

Hook:

What do you wonder about the two trees? 

Maple Trees do all their growing in spring and early summer. 
In late summer, they store up reserves to begin the growing 
process again for the following spring.

Maple Trees lose their leaves during the fall to conserve water 
or to better survive winter weather conditions.  The leaves will 
change color before they fall.  These trees must regrow new 
foliage during the next suitable growing season.

What do you notice about the trees?

Much like some animals, many trees go through a process 
similar to hibernation called dormancy which keeps them alive 
during winter.  All processes slow or stop and the tree lives on 
its stored food.

Maple Trees begin to grow and function again in the spring.  
They grow new leaves and flower buds.

Florida Palm Trees

The weather in Florida does not become severe, there-
fore many types of trees found in Florida including palm 
trees have leaves (fronds) which stay green all year long, 
and do not lose their leaves (fronds) in the winter.  

Exit Slip: How do many plants north of Florida adapt for winter?
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Friday Day 5

Bell Ringer:

Plants make food Infographic
Draw a picture and include words to help someone understand how plants make food. 

Which of the animals listed is an arthropod? 

A. Mockingbird
B. Cracker Horse
C. Largemouth bass
D. Zebra Longwing Butterfly

Look at the chart and answer the question.
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Adaptations Design 
This Iguana has been combined with a cactus plant. How will the 
iguana’s life be easier with the plant as part of its body?

Design your own plantimal (animal and plant combination) in the 
space below. Write a brief description about how the animal will 
benefit from the addition of the plant on its body.
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